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Vocabulary (Goldilocks words)

1 Democracy

A form of government in which the 

common people hold political 

power and can rule either directly

or through elected representatives.

2 Empire

A group of nations or people ruled

over by an emperor, empress or 

other powerful sovereign or 

government.

3 Politics 

The activities of the government 

and the way that people living in 

groups make decisions .

4 Chronology

A word meaning 'the study of 

time'. It comes from the Greek 

words chronos (time) and logos 

(word).

6 Oracle bone Bones with messages on

Important dates

1 776 BC

The first Olympic Games takes place. The 

games would take place every 4 years in 

honour of the Greek god Zeus.

2 750 BC
The Greek alphabet was invented, and city-

states began to be established

3 508 BC
Democracy was invented by the Greeks – it 

began in Athens

4 490 BC
The Battle of Marathon took place, and the 

Greeks defeated the Persians

5 472 BC
People started going to the theatre in 

Athens

6
356-323 

BC
Alexander the Great lived during this time

7 395 AD
The last Ancient Greek Olympic games were 

held

Key people

1
Alexander the 

Great

Often called the greatest military commander 

in history, Alexander expanded the Greek 

empire to its greatest size, never losing a 

battle.

2 Socrates

First of the great Greek Philosophers. He is 

considered by many to be the founder of 

Western philosophy.

3 Plato

Student of Socrates. He wrote many dialogues 

using Socrates as a major character. He also 

founded the Academy in Athens.

4 Aristotle
Student of Plato. Aristotle was a philosopher 

and scientist. He was interested in the physical 

world. He was also teacher to Alexander the 

Great.

The Ancient Greeks

1

Who 

were 

the 

ancient 

Greeks?

The Greeks were great 

thinkers, warriors, writers, 

actors, athletes, artists, 

architects and politicians.

2

The 

early 

history 

of 

ancient 

Greece

People have been living in 

Greece for over 40,000 

years. The earliest settlers 

mostly lived a simple 

hunter-gatherer or farming 

lifestyle.

3

How 

was 

Greece 

ruled?

There was never one 

country called ‘ancient 

Greece’. Instead, Greece 

was divided up into small 

'city-states’, like Athens, 

Sparta, Corinth and 

Olympia.


